
3 brothers and 2 sisters  (War cases) 
Denis, Herbert, George, Ena and Minnie 
 
Case files: 21895, 21890, 21891, 21920, and 21921. 
Born: 1906, 1909, 1911, 1910 and 1908 
Date of applications: 1917 
Ages: 11, 8, 5, 7 and 9 years old 
 
The father, Ernest, and his children lived in Uxbridge, their mother had died of pneumonia in 1912.  The 
father was a soldier fighting in World War I (he was formerly a Farrier Master, a person who shoes 
horses).  His sister looked after the children at first, she became seriously ill and felt unable to carry on 
caring for them, she died soon afterwards.  The Reverend requested that the younger children be taken 
in by the Waifs and Strays Society (as The Children’s Society was formerly known) in response to an 
appeal from their father; the two elder children were not taken into care.  
 
When demobilized in 1919, Ernest was unable to provide a home for his five younger children for a few 
years.  A government allowance (Separation Allowance) was paid to the Society for the upkeep of the 
children whilst he was at war.  When Ernest was demobilized the separation allowance ceased, he had 
difficulty paying the Waifs and Strays Society, to keep his children, his business a greengrocers shop 
was in trouble and he had to go to the Labour Bureau (similar to our Job Centres) and do casual work.  
He had great difficulty in finding somewhere to live for himself and the children, staying with his mother 
and father who only had 3 rooms.  He eventually found a home in London, N11, running a greengrocers 
and continuing with shoe smithing.  He kept in regular contact with the Waifs and Strays and all his 
children were returned to him by 1925. 
 
The eldest of the children, Denis was described as “a trouble” as “quick tempered” but “in many ways 
“extremely likeable”.  He initially went to Stockwell Receiving Home, and then transferred to St Boniface 
Home, Sampford Peverell, Devon.  His father has been at “his wits end to know what to do” to find a 
house and wished the government would let him “have a hut.” Denis decided he wanted to join the Navy, 
according to his father this is because “he thinks it a way he can get away from the Home”.  His father 
requests that Denis is returned to him so that he can “have a chance of seeing which he would like best.”  
He is the first of the children to be returned to his father in 1920 and help his father in his business. 
 
Herbert and George were cared for together.  They were placed in Stockwell Receiving Home, 197 
Clapham Road, in November 1921.  The Society did not wish to separate Herbert and George so they 
were both sent to a foster mother, Henrietta in Suffolk.  It was recommended in 1921 that they were 
placed in a home because of their age.  In 1921 both boys were sent back to Stockwell Receiving Home 
temporarily and then Herbert went to St. Benet’s Home, Caversham, Reading, and George to St 
Augustine’s, Sevenoaks, Kent.  Both boys were returned to their father in 1922. 
 
Ena and Minnie are placed in Homes together.  They were sent to St Winifred’s Receiving Home in 
1917, and then the Pickering Home, Hull.  The file includes a letter from the father appealing to his vicar 
for a home for his children till he returns from the War, the vicar then appeals to the Society on his 
behalf.  Ena was returned to her father in 1925 as she ”will be useful to me in the house”. 
 
In 1921 Minnie was deemed to be guilty of “improper conduct, together with another girl” it was 
recommended that she was removed and placed in a “suitable” Home.  She was sent to St Lawrence’s 
Home in 1921 and found employment as a servant in 1924 at Hyde Park Street, London W1.  Minnie left 
her “situation” in 1925, there is no mention of where she went. 
 
 
 
 









 

Transcript 

Application for the Admission of a child 
1. Give the child's christian name and surname  

Denis Frederick 
2. State the exact age, and give the date and place of his birth  

17 February 1906  St John’s Rd , Hillingdon West  
3. Legitimate?  

yes 
4. State exact date and place of baptism  

April 15, 1906   St Jonhs, Uxbridge Moor 
5. Parents living?  

Father only alive 
6. If, however, either or both are dead, state of what disease they died and give the 
date of their death  

Mother    Pneumonia. 20 Nov 1912 
Father     

7. If living, give their exact places of abode, and state how long they have resided 
there  
 Mother   
 Father    St John’s Rd, Uxbridge:  4 years: 5/6 weekly 
8. Give the christian names and surnames of his parents (in full) and state their ages.  

Mother Emily Elisabeth formerly (maiden name)  Age 32  
Father  Earnest Thomas  Age 36 

9. What was or is the nature of the father's occupation and the amount of his weekly 
earnings? Give the name and address of his present or last employer.  

Farrier:  30/- to 35/- weekly 
Own master 

10. What was or is the nature of the mother's occupation and the amount of her 
weekly earnings? Give the name and address of her present or last employer.  

none 
11. Have the parents or guardians ever received parish relief? If so, to what extent?  

no  
12. Give the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings (if any) of all his 
brothers and sisters  

NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION, WEEKLY EARNINGS  
William Henry    St John’s Rd Uxbridge,   15,  Uxbridge Gas Co. 15/- about 
Evelyn Ada,  St John’s Road Uxbridge,  14 
Minnie,  St John’s Rd Uxbridge, 9 
Herbert James  St Johns Rd Uxbridge, 8 
Ena,  St John’s Rd Uxbridge, 6 
George Edward,  St Johns Rd, 5 

13. At what address and with whom is the child now living?  
St John’s Rd, Uxbridge with Aunt Miss Ethel  

 
 
 



 
 
 
14. Give in full the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings of each living 
relative the child is known to possess either on the father's or mother's side such as 
grandparents, uncles, aunts, &c.  

DEGREE OF RELATIONSHIP, NAMES, ADDRESS, AGE, 
OCCUPATION, WEEKLY EARNINGS  
Grandfather, Denis,  The Veterinary College, 64, Shoeing Smith 

     Great College St 
 Camden Town 
 Grandmother, Emily                          as above                61 
 Aunt, Ethel                            St Johns Rd, Uxbridge  29   
 Aunt, Ada                  Breckwock Rd, Holloway 32, married 
15. State whether any of the child's relatives are in your judgment in a position to 
maintain the child, or to contribute in any degree to its support  

No  
16. Can any payment for the child be guaranteed from any source?  

No.  Government separation allowance available 
 

17. Give name and address of person who will receive the child, if it is found 
necessary to discharge him or her from the Home 
The Uxbridge Committee, under the Statutory Pensions Act, will if needed find a 
suitable home 
18. Has the child ever been convicted? Has his or her character been affected in any 
way by exceptional knowledge of evil?  

No 
19. Has it ever attended day school? If so, where and for how long and in what 
standard?  

Yes St Johns C.E. schools since infancy  standard V1  
20. Ever attended Sunday School? Is so, where and for how long?  

Yes St Johns Sunday Schools for about 5 years  
21. Has the child ever been in the workhouse? If so, for how long and where?  

no  
22. I,                                                                        of                                                        
parent (guardian) of                                do hereby commit                 wholly to the 
care of the Society, and promise to obey the rules in force, to permit the said child to 
be brought up in the Faith of the Church of England, and when fully trained to be sent 
to any situation in the United Kingdom, which maybe obtained for                     by the 
Committee 
Signature                                                                     Date 
Sinature of Witness                                  Address 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
23. I also hereby give my consent to the child being emigrated to Canada, if he or she 
is found suitable and if the Committee find it advisable. 
Signature of Witness                                                    Signature 
 (If consent to emigration is not given, this space 
 should be left blank)  
 
I certify that the foregoing questions have been correctly replied to, to the best of my 
belief 
(Signed)                         Name      J.H. Voight 

 Address   St John’s Vicarage 
                              Uxbridge 
                                                      Middlesex 
 

Date      May 11 1917  Incumbent of   Uxbridge Moor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The father, a widower is 67720 Shoeing Smith E.T., 11 Battery R.F.A. At present 
time serving with Salonika Field Forces. 
 
The children placed with the brothers sister, under the care of an Aunt Miss Ethel  
who at the present date is very seriously ill. 
 
The father has applied by writing to the Uxbridge Sub Committee under the Statutory 
Pensions Act, requesting that a Home be found for the child, because his sister cannot 
stand the strain of looking after him and the rest of the family any longer. 
 
The child is rather quick tempered in very many ways sharp and intelligent, there is 
no criminal taint about him.  He has given trouble chiefly because the father’s 
influence has been removed.  He is one of the boys who require a man over them. 
 
The Government Separation Allowance is available for the child’s support. 









Transcript 
 
 
Boys Home Frome                                     Examined & approved by Committee  Oct 2nd 1888 
                                                                    John Constable 
Dietary  
 
 
 Breakfast Dinner Supper Extras 
Sunday Bread and Butter, 

Dripping, Jam or 
Treacle 
Coffee or Cocoa 

Hot roast Beef, 
Greens, Potatoes 
& bread 

Monday do            do  Cold Beef, 
potatoes or bread 
& currant pudding 

Tuesday do            do Soup & Bread 
Wednesday do            do Irish Stew 
Thursday do            do  Suet pudding with 

treacle, jam or 
sugar 

Friday do            do Soup and bread or 
fish and potatoes 

Saturday do            do Bread & Cheese 
& pickles 

          
Same as Breakfast 
except milk & 
water instead of 
Coffee & Cocoa 

                

                            
Extra supper 
allowed for 
scrubbers, kitchen 
boys etc. 
 
In case of 
sickness the diet 
is served by 
Doctor’s direction   

     
 
No limit as to quantity                                                                   Satisfactory               Joshua Parsons 
Subject to alteration for convenience                                                                                 Medical Officer                                    

















Quiz 
 
DENIS 
 
 
Document 1    What were the names of Denis’s grandparents and 
what job did his grandfather do?   
 
Document 2    What did the boys at the Frome Home eat for dinner 
on Wednesday? 
 
Document 3    How often were the blankets and quilts washed at 
the Dulwich Home? 
 
Document 4    What did the girls at the Marylebone Home have to 
do on Saturday mornings? 
 
Document 5    What was the name of the Home which was holding 
the Annual Pound Day? 
 
Document 6    What was wrong with Olivia’s mother? 
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